FIGLIPERSEMPRE  ONLUS:   COME CI VEDONO DALL'IRLANDA

articolo di Ryan Padraig.

BACKROUND

Luca Maranzana (chair) and Vittorio Vezzetti (vice chair) of Padri Separati (Separated Fathers from Sons founded 2005) changed the name of the organisation to Figli per Sempre (Children Forever).  Padri Separati was aimed at gaining rights for fathers.  However, for the reasons outlined below they changed the name and the focus to centre first of all on the rights of children, and then on the rights of both parents and then grandparents.

Below is a summary of the issues outlined by Luca Maranzana and Vittorio Vezzetti on TV  channel TeleSetteLaghi on the 17-12-2008

· Cunta su

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx7mFsPfzBQ   "
 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx7mFsPfzBQ   "
parte1
· Cunta su parte2

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJRrNWI9kxg "
    

· Cunta su parte 3
Figli per Sempre  takes a child centered approach

The strategy is to have more father visit and more time spent with fathers which should lead to more regular maintenance payments.  Figli per Sempre believe this is the winning strategy from the childs point of view.  It reduces dragging the child into a battle between the parents and the use of the child as a bargining chip.

Figli per Sempre when asked to help try mediation as a first step and only if this fails do they go the legal route.  However by the time the person approaches them the parties are often already beyond the point where a mediated settlement is a possibility.  According to  Vittorio Vezzetti In italy mediation works only in 20% of cases whereas in some other countries it works in 80%.  Women tend not to make concessions as they believe that at court they will always win anyway.  

Figli per Sempre is associated also with womens' groups  and a separated mothers group in an umbrella group for childrens' rights.

The recent law (2006) changed nothing. The law says that the child has the right to significant and continued access to both parents.  The law also says the division of the time the children spend with each parent  must be equitable.  However the actual application of the law by the courts has undermined the effectiveness of the law.  The childs' time assigned by the courts to the mother is currently on average about 85 % and with the father about 15% .  The judge is the arbiter of the balance.  There is no appeal.

Figli per Sempre believe the current system of judicial separation damages individual fathers but also damages many women who are restricted socially, economically and in terms of professional development as fathers are not taking on their responsibilities.  Is this type of conservative approach by the courts actually anti-woman?

Women have custody of children under 12 in 98% of cases.  The mothers often deny (court approved) access to fathers by not respecting visiting rights

In some cases fathers have actually resorted to bribing mothers with cash in order to have greater access to their children.

[Reading between the lines Figli per Sempre think lawyers may a contributor to the problem? [PR]]

Interview with Vittorio Vezzetti and Mario Milani on TV channel Tele LA6 on 30-7-2008

The rights of the child are sacrificed to the established practice of the courts which almost always give custody to the mother and have the father pay maintenance.

If maintenace is not paid it is not followed up and the legal system does nothing about it.  Similiarily when the mother blocks access of the father the law does nothing about it.

In the Varese region judges award custody to the father only 0.04%,  i.e. less than 1 in 200.  (In approx 1.5 % of cases the parents agree for the father to have custoldy).  The judges are rigid.  Even the level of alcoholism among the mothers (2-4%) does not change the custody!

Mario Milani:  Many people who are separating do not know what mediation is nor what can be mediated.  The Figli per Sempre approach takes a wholistic view of the family and provides a format upon whicch to base the separation and consider the needs of the different parties.

Figli per Sempre have been invited to address national conferences of judges on juvenile issues and have been invited to meet the vice-president of the Justice Commission.

Figli per Sempre emphasize the importance of mediation.  However when there is not the necessary consesus there is no other option but judicial separation.  However lawyers are not psychtherapists.

Every 3 days an individual involved in an ongoing separation dies in Italy.  In 93% of cases this is the father.  The father perhaps cannot see his children and desperation drives him to suicide in many of these cases.  The European Union has launched an alarm on this issue.

In Italy the solutions offered by the legal system are poor and inedequate.  Worse still, they are often not respected:  What happens when a father has the right (and responsibility) to visit his child but fails to do so?  Nothing.  

There is no evidience of any case where sanctions have been imposed for failure to visit.  There have been few cases where sanctions have been imposed for failure to pay maintenance and very few where sanctions have been imposed  on the parent  with custody for blocking access to the other parent during the visiting periods decided by the court.

Figli per Sempre have taken the approach of using Civil law.  As the law favours the rights of the child and the laws first principal is to protect the rights of the child the first person to recieve restitution for denial of access to a parent should be the child.  Consequently for the first time (in Italy) a six year old boy was provided with his own lawyer and on 29 September 2007 the court awarded him damages against his mother for having denied him rightful access to his father.  The consequenses of this is that the court now instead of treating denial of access as an issue between parents need to consider it taking into account the childs' rights' to his/her parents.  It is hoped that the consequenses of this case (and the damages payable to the child, the damages paid to the parent denied access and the legal expenses) will discourage this type behaviour. 

Figli per Sempre are now considering a similar (childrens' rights) approach in a case in order to force a father to pay maintenance.  This shows it is on the side of the child and not the mother or the father.

Figli per Sempre have also tried twice to take part in the legal separation as an organisation.  This approach, so far, has not succeeded.  

A better law is needed to eliminate this bias in interpretation.  However forces who earn from the current situation may not be amenable to this proposed change.

Parental Alienation Syndrome  (PAS)

It is in the interest of society in general to resolve parental contact issue as children who suffer from Parental Alienation Syndrome are more likely to have behaviour problems and pose a risk to society in future.  

PAS is the continued indoctranation of the child by one parent with the objective of turning the other parent into an enemy.  In Florida it is considered an illness.  In England and Scandnavia it is considered prejudicial (like Stalking).

Figli per Sempre is against the removal of children from Italy as this prevents continued contact with a parent.

